TUBRAHY 


HALSTEAD  URBAN  DISTRICT 

REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
J.  S.  BANS  ON  M.  R.  C,  S.  , L.  R.  C.  P.  , D.  P.  H. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1947 

SECTION  A - Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  area. 

Area  in  acres 1 172 

Population  (Registrar  General's  Estimate) ...6349 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1947) 


according  to  the  Rate  Books 1935 

Rateable  Value. .£29,002 

/ 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate. .£109.1.2. 


Extracts  from  vital  statistics; - 

Total  Male  Female 

Live  births: 

Legitimate  91  46  45 

Illegitimate  862 

Still  births 2 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  ,.15.5 


Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births 19.8 

Deaths  (Registrar  General’s  estimate) 85 

Death  rate  per  1,000  resident  population .......13.3 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age:- 

Total  deaths 5 

Deaths  of  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births. 50.5 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births 54 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) .15 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Gough  (all  ages) .........0 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)... 0 
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Deaths  at  the  various  age  groups 
(registered  and  transferred 


Ago  Group, 

Under  1 year. 

1 and  under  2 years. . 

2 and  under  5 years.. 

5 and  under  15  years. 
15  and  under  25  years 
25  and  under  35  years 
35  and  under  45  years 
45  and  under  55  years 
55  and  under  65  years 
65  and  under  75  years 
75  and  upwards 


Number  of  Deaths. 


4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

14 

11 

22 

32 


Total  87 


SECTION  B.  Health  services  of  the  Area. 

A.  Public  Health  Officers 

(1)  J.  S.  Hanson  M.R.C.S.  , L.E.C.P.  , D.  P.  H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(2)  S.  N,  Pycrof  t M,  I.  M.  C.  E.  ? M.  S.  I.  A.  , A.  M.  I.  S.  E. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 

B.  There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  following  services  during 

the  years- 

(l)  Laboratory  Services. 

( 2 ) Ambul anc e Sc rvi cos. 

(3)  Nursing  in  the  home. 

(4)  Clinics  and  treatment  centres. 

(5)  Hospitals, 

SECTION  C - Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area. 


Inspections  made  during  the  year  1947. 

Number  of  inspections  made  and  re-inspections 530 

Nuisances  detected, 105 

Water  Closets  repaired 15 

Dustbins  renev/ed 138 

Other  nuisances  abated 2 

Informal  notices  served., 38 

Statutory  notices  served 23 

Informal  notices  complied  with 19 

Statutory  notices  . complied  with. , 21 
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Water  Supply. 


Two  samples  of  water  taken  from  the  Council’s  two  wells  during 
the  course  of  the  year  were  analysed  by  the  Counties  Public  Health 
Laboratories  and  found  to  be  satisfactory.  In  order  to  provide  a 
temporary  supply  to  the  new  houses  being  built  and  already  built 
in  the  Mitchell  Avenue  area,  a scheme  was  prepared  to  store  water 
on  the  site  and  boost  it  into  certain  of  the  mains.  The  scheme 

was  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  but  the  materials  were  not 
obtainable  in  time  to  permit  a start  being  made  on  the  work  in  1947. 
This  was  only  a. temporary  scheme  designed  to  bridge  the  gap  until 
the  Rural  District  Council’s  larger  scheme  can  be  expected  to 
supply  water  to  the  Urban  District. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage., 

The  sewage  disposal  works  continued  to  prove  unsatisfactory, 
but  only  minor  works  of  repair  were  done.  The  surface  water 
drains  in  the  town  were  put  to  a severe  test  on  several  occasions 
during  the  year,  and  in  particular  it  became  evident  that  extensive 
works  would  be  necessary  south  of  the  river  to  accommodate  existing 
and  future  run-offs  from  this  area.  A scheme  is  in  course  of 
preparation.  The  town  also  suffered  from  the  generally  experienced 
bad  weather  early  in  the  year,  and  flooding  occurred  in  the  lower 
parts  of  the  district  to  an  abnormal  extent. 

SECTION  D - Housing. 

During  the  year  the  20  temporary  prefabricated  houses  were 
erected  on  a site  at  Windmill  Road.  These  houses  with  their 
modern  conveniences  have  been  much  appreciated. 

The  erection  of  28  permanent  houses  at  Mitchell  Avenue  was 
also  completed  and  work  for  the  formation  of  roads  and  sewers 
on  the  adjacent  site  to  be  known  as  Park  Fields,  was  commenced.. 
Approximately  100  houses  are  to  be  erected  on  this  site  in  the 
immediate  future,  with  room  for  a still  larger  number  at  some 
later  date.  So  far  the  letting  of  these  new  houses  has  been 
almost  entirely  to  those  families  without  homes  of  their  own. 

Many  such  families  still  remain  to  be  dealt  with.  This  is,  of 
course,  the  major  housing  problem,  but  there  arc  in  the  district 
a number  of  families  who  are  extremely  badly  housed.  No 
improvement  in  the  standard  of  housing  of  the  town  CcO.n  come  about 
until  some  of  the  poorer  types  of  house  property  are  dealt  with. 

It  is  advisable  that,  in  the  future,  a proportion  of  the  new 
houses  to  be  let  should  be  used  for  rehousing  families  from  bad 
property  which,  before  being  emptied,  can  be  subjected  to 
representation  for  rigorous  action. 

This  policy  would  not  only  slowly  deal  with  the  worst  house 
property  in  the  town  but  would  also  induce  some  owners  to  maintain, 
improve  and  even  reconstruct  their  property  pn  their  own  initiative 
instead  of  running  the  risk  of  legal  action  by  the  Council. 


Inspections  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year. 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects 79 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose... ,..,..,222 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation. 1 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  not  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 88 
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Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  its  Off icers. . #45 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Statutory 
Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs ..#.16 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 15 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 
Orders  were  made#  * . . , . * . . .Nil 


Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
Demolition  Orders,,*.,.,,,.# Nil 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under-ground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made Nil 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  having  been  made  fit Nil 


SECTION  E - Inspection  and  Supervision  of  'food. 


The  following  food  supplies  have  been  surrendered  and 
condemned  during  the  years- 


Cheese 
Milk 
Beans 
Peas 
Meat 
Pish 
Fruit 
Jam  and 
Carrots 
Mi  n c e 1 ] . a ne  ou  s 
Pish  Pa; 


Marmalade 


Macaroni 


1 lb. 

171  tins. 

§4  tins. 

15  tins. 

48  tins.  (66  lbs.) 
14  tins. 

21  tins.  (22^  lbs.) 

22  tins. 

13i  cwts. 


2v  lbs. 


In  addition  consj derable  quantities  of  sugar,  dough, 
and  flour  were  damaged  by  flooding  in  the  town. 


sue  t 


Small  amounts  of  various  commodities  have  been  dealt  with  by 
diverting  them  to  other  uses  and  by  securing  the  replacement  of 
coupons  etc.  to  the  shop  keepers. 

SECTION  F - Prevalence  and  control  over  infectious  and  other  diseases. 

The  table  below  shows  that  the  year  was  particularly  free  from 
cases  of  infectious  disease. 


The  high  rate  of  diphtheria  immunisation  has  been  maintained 
and  no  case  of  this  disease  has  occurred  in  the  town  since  1941. 

Cases  admitted  Total 
to  Hospital.  Deaths. 


Disease. 


Total  cases 
notified. 


Measles  17 

Whooping  Cough  13 

Scarlet  Pevc-r 
Diphtheria 

Polio-myelitis  1 

Infectious  Jaundice  1 


1 


1 


32 


1 


Totals 
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Tuberculosis 


Cases  notified; - 

Adults  - pulmonary  Male  3 

Female  3 

Adults  - ?i  on -pulmonary  Male  0 

Female  1 

Children  - pulmonary  Male  0 


Female  0 

Children  - non-pulmonary  Male  0 

Female  0 

Deaths; - 

Adults  - pulmonary  Male  0 

Female  1 

Adults  - non-pulmonary  Male  0 

Female  0 

Children  0 


SECTION  0-  - Factories,  Workshops  and  Work-places. 

There  are  49  of  these  premises  on  the  register.  17  inspections 
were  made  during  the  year  and  only  3 defects  were  found . and  remedied. 
1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 

Preraises  No.  on  Register.  No,  of 

Inspections. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1 ,2,3,4  and  6 are  to  be 

enforced  by  Local  Authorities  27  9 

(ii) Factcries  not  included  in  (i) 

in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 

by  the  Local  Authority  22  8 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 

is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Author! tv  ( excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

Total  49  17 


2,  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. ,T 
_ No. 

Particulars  Found 

Want  of  cleanliness  2 

Overcrowding 
Unreasonable  temperature 
Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  1 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(aj  insufficient 
Cb)  Unsuitable  or  defective 
(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  - 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork).  - 


of  cases  in  which  defects  ' 
No, me  died  Referred  II.  M. 
2 Inspector. 


1 


1 

2 


Total  33  3 


There  are  no  outworkers  in  the  District. 

(Signed)  J.  S.  RANSON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
31st  August j 1948. 
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